
 

POPE COUNTY BUSINESS RELIEF PROGRAM OVERVIEW AND CRITERIA 

PURPOSE 
 
The Minnesota Legislature has allocated approximately $250,000 in funding to Pope County for 
the purpose of establishing a second “business relief program” to provide additional relief over 
what was distributed as the first set of aid distributed as part of the CARES Act program in Pope 
County.  This prior round of CARES Act relief amounted to over $600,000 in aid being 
distributed to the business community in the County.   
 
Based on the directives and requirements given by the State of Minnesota, this second 
program, the “Pope County Business Relief Program,” is now being established by Pope County 
to distribute the approximately $250,000 received by the County on to local businesses in 
accordance with the State’s established priorities.  This aid is intended to help local businesses 
sustain operations during this difficult time, especially those within the express scope of the 
business closures imposed by Executive Order 20-99, as well as those negatively affected by 
those Orders and otherwise experiencing losses and unmet expenses during the latter part of 
2020 due to the current pandemic and response.   
 
Because of the limited funding level provided by the State, the Pope County Business Relief 
Program is intended to provide grants of up to $10,000 to businesses that qualify under the 
program criteria, unless otherwise specified.  The actual amount of grants provided may be 
more or less than this intended amount, will depend on program criteria and actual demand, 
and may vary in the sole discretion of Pope County.  
 
The Program will accept grant applications for the Pope County Business Relief Program 
through Friday, February 5, 2020, at 4:30pm, and will make award determinations, 
notifications, and distributions as soon as possible thereafter. 
 
ELIGIBLE BUSINESSES 

 
An applicant to the Relief Program must demonstrate and confirm all of the following to be 
true in order to be eligible for grant funding through this program: 

• The business or non-profit is located at a physical address in Pope County, Minnesota; 
• The business or non-profit has no current tax liens on record with the Minnesota 
Secretary of State as of the date of application;  

• Applicant business or entity has been compliant at all times with all federal, state, and 
local laws, regulations and orders related to the current COVID-19 State of Emergency; 

• The business or non-profit was impacted by an executive order related to the COVID-19 
pandemic; and, 



• The applicant is in fact a business or, if not a business, is a nonprofit, nonprofit arts 
organization, nonprofit museum, or nonprofit fitness center that earns revenue similar to 
businesses, including but not limited to ticket sales and membership fees, to be eligible. 

 
INELIGIBLE BUSINESSES 
 
Certain businesses are ineligible for the Relief Program, including those that:  
 

• Have not been in operation since at least July 1, 2020. 

• Are non-profits that do not earn revenue in a manner similar to businesses, such as those 
that do not have ticket sale or membership fee revenue. 

• Operate as a home-based business of either a purely e-commerce basis or under a 
franchise model. 

• Operate as a real estate holding company. 

• Derive income from passive investments without operational ties to an operating business. 

• Focus primarily on speculative activities based on fluctuations in price(s) rather than the 

normal course of trade. 

• Generate more than 50% of their gross operating income from gambling activities and/or 

sexually explicit entertainment. 

• Engage in activities prohibited by federal law or applicable law in the local jurisdiction. 

PRIORITY OF GRANTS AND OTHER FUNDING ELIGIBILITY FACTORS 
 

Grants will be made based on the following program priority criteria: 

Priority A: Businesses expressly listed as within the scope of Executive Order 20-99, but that did 
not receive or expect to receive direct payments from DOR in January from the first 
round of aid, based on one of the following: (1) at least 10% in losses in revenue for 
fourth quarter of 2020 when compared with fourth quarter of 2019; (2) if it did not 
receive any prior grant or forgivable loan aid from other government sources, at least 
10% in losses in revenue in third quarter of 2020 when compared with third quarter of 
2019; or (3) if not in operation in 2019, a minimum level of aid for a businesses within 
EO 20-99’s scope, in an amount to be determined. 

 
Priority B: Businesses expressly listed as within the scope of Executive Order 20-99, that did 

receive or expect to receive direct payments from DOR in January from the first round 
of aid, but only to the extent the business’s DOR payment did not fully compensate the 
business for its revenue losses exceeding 10% for fourth quarter of 2020 when 
compared with fourth quarter of 2019. 

 
Priorities C through E: Businesses not expressly listed as within the scope of Executive Order 

20-99, but those that can (1) demonstrate at least 10% in losses in revenue for fourth 
quarter of 2020 when compared with fourth quarter of 2019, or (2) if it did not receive 
prior grant or forgivable loan aid from other government sources, demonstrate at least 
10% in losses in revenue in third quarter of 2020 when compared with third quarter of 
2019.  The level of priority is based on the following: 

 



Priority C: Losses of greater than 30% may receive compensation for losses to 30% level 
during this priority level,  

 
Priority D: Losses of 20-30% may receive compensation for losses to 20% level during 

this priority level; 
 
Priority E: Losses of 10-20% may receive compensation for losses to 10% level during 

this priority level. 
 

• Compensation at all priority levels is conditioned on the applicant’s qualifying claims of 

expenses during the applicable period, as described in the next section, “Eligible Uses.”  

• Losses must have been incurred during 4th Quarter 2020, between October 1, 2020 and 

December 31, 2020.  Applicants otherwise qualifying that have not received any prior 

pandemic-related grants or forgivable loans from any Federal, State, County, or other 

government source may instead elect to claim losses from 3rd Quarter 2020, between July 

1, 2020 and September 30, 2020, for the purposes of establishing eligibility and priority.  

Applicants must use the same quarter for both claims of losses and claims of expenses. 

• Applicants that do not satisfy any of the criteria for the priorities listed above do not 

qualify for program funding, even if all other program criteria are satisfied. 

ELIGIBLE USES OF RELIEF FUNDS 
 
The Program will award grants to reimburse eligible applicants for documented business 
operating expenses, including Property Taxes, Insurance Costs, Legal Fees, Payroll, 
Rent/Mortgage Payments, Utilities, Marketing/Advertising, Licensing Fees, Accounting Fees, 
Routine Maintenance, Travel/Vehicle Expenses, Office Supplies, Repairs to Existing Buildings 
and Equipment, and other expenses specific to the pandemic response (e.g. Employee Training, 
Reopening Plans, Personal Protective Equipment). 

• Claimed expenses must have been incurred during 4th Quarter 2020, between October 1, 

2020 and December 31, 2020.  Applicants otherwise qualifying that have not received any 

prior pandemic-related grants or forgivable loans from any Federal, State, County, or 

other government source may instead elect to claim eligibility and expenses from 3rd 

Quarter 2020, between July 1, 2020 and September 30, 2020.  Applicants must use the 

same quarter for both claims of losses and claims of expenses. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 
 

1. Applications will be accepted from January 20 until February 5, 2020 at 4:30pm. 

2. Fully completed and signed applications, along with any required or supporting 

documents can be emailed to relief@co.pope.mn.us or can be sent by mail to Pope 

County Business Relief Program, Pope County HRA-EDA, 130 Minnesota Ave. E., 

Glenwood, MN 56334.  Please note, however, that processing mailed applications may 

take additional time.  Applications must be received by the application deadline, and 

late applications may not be accepted. 

mailto:relief@co.pope.mn.us


3. The County or its designated agent will review each application for eligibility and 

completeness and contact the applicant if additional information is necessary.   

4. As soon as possible following the application deadline, the County or its agent will 

determine Grant awards, notify all successful applicants, and mail checks for the 

approved Grant amounts. 

OTHER KEY TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

• Pope County retains absolute discretion to decide whether to approve any Grant application, 
and in determining the amount of Grant funding awarded based on funding availability and 
changed circumstances. 
 

• If the County finds that a Grant recipient has provided false or misleading information, such 
recipient will be required to return its full Grant amount to the County.  Recipients may also 
be required to reimburse the County for any award or expenditure from awarded funds 

made contrary to law, regulation, or program criteria. 


